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Professor Fernando Colon pre-
sented an Ignite Presentation at the
4th Annual Educating Tomorrow’s
Lawyers (ETL) Conference in
Denver, Colorado that focused on
the theme: Building on the Founda-
tions for Practice. Professor
Colon’s presentation, “Technology
and Assessment in the Legal Class-
room: An Empirical Study,” addressed the addition of
pre- and post-tests using a personal response system
in his Real Property class and how such targeted as-
sessment and review improved those students’ overall
performance in the course. ETL is an initiative of the
Institute for the Advancement of the American Legal
System (“IAALS”) dedicated to aligning legal educa-
tion with the needs of an evolving profession. Work-
ing with a Consortium of law schools (that includes
TMSL) and a network of leaders from both law
schools and the legal profession, ETL develops solu-
tions to support effective models of legal education.

Professor Sally Green’s article,
Realistic Opportunity for Release
Equals Rehabilitation: How the
States Must Provide Meaningful
Opportunity for Release, 16 Berke-
ley J. Crim. L. 1 (2011), was re- |&
cently cited and discussed in an §

amicus  brief entitled, Post-
Conviction Justice Project’s Appli-
cation to File Brief of Amicus Curiae in Support of
Petitioner Jose Armando Alatriste; Brief of Amicus
Curiae; In re Jose Armando ALATRISTE on Habeas
Corpus. Professor Green’s article is cited for her po-
sition that a meaningful opportunity for release re-
quires the opportunity to mature and rehabilitate, es-
pecially where rehabilitation is required for release to
occur. The amicus brief and discussion of Professor
Green’s article is available on Westlaw at 2015 WL
5812864, at *9.
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= Associate Dean Cassandra Hill
- J and Director Docia Rudley
co-presented at the 4th Annual
Educating Tomorrow’s Lawyers
(ETL) Conference in Denver,
Colorado that focused on the
. | theme: Building on the Founda-
| tions for Practice. Their presen-

tation, “Leveraging Faculty Col-

laborations and Partnerships with Practitioners to
Develop Meaning program Assess- pm
ment,” was part of ETL’s Ignite [}
Presentations Series.  Associate |
Dean Hill and Director Rudley
shared with conference attendees
all of the many innovative assess-
ment projects conducted at TMSL
to evaluate students’ writing, criti-

cal thinking and client interviewing
skills.

Professor Stephanie Ledesma
has been invited to speak at the
Child Welfare Law Conference
and Youth Court Seminar held
in Jackson, MS on October 16,
2015. The goal of the confer-
ence is to improve outcomes
for children and families
through advocacy, innovation,
and collaboration. Professor
Ledesma, a certified child
welfare specialist, will present
on “Cultural Competence & Inherent Bias: Their
Impact on Quality Parental Representation.”



https://1.next.westlaw.com/Document/I198fa99b6c7011e5b86bd602cb8781fa/View/FullText.html?navigationPath=%2FRelatedInfo%2Fv1%2FkcCitingReferences%2Fnav%3FdocGuid%3DIb3d88388ef2e11e08b05fdf15589d8e8%26midlineIndex%3D1%26warningFlag%3Dnull%26planIcons%3Dnull%26s
https://1.next.westlaw.com/Document/I198fa99b6c7011e5b86bd602cb8781fa/View/FullText.html?navigationPath=%2FRelatedInfo%2Fv1%2FkcCitingReferences%2Fnav%3FdocGuid%3DIb3d88388ef2e11e08b05fdf15589d8e8%26midlineIndex%3D1%26warningFlag%3Dnull%26planIcons%3Dnull%26s
https://1.next.westlaw.com/Document/I198fa99b6c7011e5b86bd602cb8781fa/View/FullText.html?navigationPath=%2FRelatedInfo%2Fv1%2FkcCitingReferences%2Fnav%3FdocGuid%3DIb3d88388ef2e11e08b05fdf15589d8e8%26midlineIndex%3D1%26warningFlag%3Dnull%26planIcons%3Dnull%26s
https://1.next.westlaw.com/Document/I198fa99b6c7011e5b86bd602cb8781fa/View/FullText.html?navigationPath=%2FRelatedInfo%2Fv1%2FkcCitingReferences%2Fnav%3FdocGuid%3DIb3d88388ef2e11e08b05fdf15589d8e8%26midlineIndex%3D1%26warningFlag%3Dnull%26planIcons%3Dnull%26s
https://1.next.westlaw.com/Document/I198fa99b6c7011e5b86bd602cb8781fa/View/FullText.html?navigationPath=%2FRelatedInfo%2Fv1%2FkcCitingReferences%2Fnav%3FdocGuid%3DIb3d88388ef2e11e08b05fdf15589d8e8%26midlineIndex%3D1%26warningFlag%3Dnull%26planIcons%3Dnull%26s
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s Professor Craig Jackson spoke
before the Harris County Demo-
cratic Lawyers’ Association at its
monthly luncheon on the issue of
civil rights and the United States
Supreme Court. Professor Jackson
reviewed and critiqued the Court’s
decisions in Shelby County v.
Holder, Fisher v. the University of
Texas (I), and Texas Department
of Housing and Community Affairs v. Inclusive Com-
munities Inc. Additionally, on Friday October 2, Pro-
fessor Jackson delivered a paper titled The Meaning
of Constitutionality at the Annual LatCrit conference
held in Anaheim, California. Using insights from Su-
preme Court justice and legal philosopher Oliver
Wendell Holmes, Professor Jackson’s paper challeng-
es the notion of the correctness of received law in
constitutional cases, makes the case that judges do
politicize decision-making, and proposes that politici-
zation of decision making is inevitable. In his paper,
Professor Jackson also offers suggestions on judging
the quality of political decisions

Professor Michael James was
invited to participate in a panel
discussion on October 21, 2015, §
for the Houston Equal Rights Or-
dinance ("HERQO") at the Univer-
sity of Houston-Downtown. Pro-
fessor James was joined by two
panelists, Jos¢ Eduardo Sanchez,
the Southern Regional Director at
Young Invincibles, and John Nechman, a partner at
Katine & Nechman, LLP. Professor James’s presen-
tation addressed several issues, such as the im-
portance of the ordinance, those protected by the ordi-
nance, and the conduct prohibited by the ordinance.
Through his comments, Professor James challenged
the anti-HERO arguments raised about public re-
strooms and emphasized other jurisdictions’ ability to
defeat the unsubstantiated claim that wrongdoers, like
sexual predators, would exploit a non-discrimination
law like HERO.
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Professor Tom Kleven present-
~Jed a paper entitled Equitable
M Sharing as a Basis for Mobilizing
| @ Mass Movement for Social Jus-
tice in the United States at the
LatCrit Conference on “Critical
Constitutionalism” in Anaheim,
California on  October, 2,
2015. Professor Kleven’s paper
argues that achieving social jus-
tice in the United States requires a mass movement
that cuts across ethnic, gender, religious and class
lines. He further writes that divisions along those
lines and especially racism among the white work-
ing class are the greatest obstacles to such a move-
ment; however, an ideology of equitable sharing, as
set forth in Professor Kleven’s book by that name,
might help overcome these divisions and enable the
needed movement.

Professor Shaundra Lewis’s
most recent article, The Cost of
Raising a Killer—Parental Liabil-
ity for the Parents of Adult Mass
\| Murderers, was highlighted in a
recent national blog post, http://
prawfsblawg.blogs.com/. The ar-
ticle, which will be published as
the lead article in Volume 61 of
the Villanova Law Review, espouses that in some
circumstances parents can, and should, be held lia-
ble for their misfeasance or nonfeasance that leads
to their adult son’s or daughter’s mass killing of
others.

Professor Peter Marchetti presented his work-in-
progress on regulating for-profit law schools during
an October TMSL Quodlibet session. In his presen-
tation, Professor Marchetti addressed the negative
impact for-profit law schools have on students, fac-
ulty, and the legal profession and he called for in-
creased regulation of for-profit law schools that
would counter the investors’ demand for maximum
profits and inattention to the needs of the profession
and set aside funds to remedy any wrongdoings by
these schools.



http://prawfsblawg.blogs.com/
http://prawfsblawg.blogs.com/
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ol Professor Spearlt spoke on
KPFT Radio on September 26,
discussing the collateral conse-
quences of a felony convic-
tion. He also participated in a
live online steaming discussion
on October 8 hosted by Muslim
Arc, discussing race issues within
the Latino Muslim communi-
ty. Additionally, Professor Spearlt spoke on prison
reform at the LatCrit Conference on October 2 in An-
aheim, CA. Professor Spearlt also has accepted an
invitation from the American Bar Association to pub-
lish a chapter for the book, The State of Criminal Jus-
tice (forthcoming 2016). His work, Economic Inter-
est Convergence in Downsizing Imprisonment, 75 U.
PITT. L. REV. 2 (2014), was recently cited in
Beydoun, A Demographic Threat? Proposed Reclassi-
fication of Arab Americans on the 2020 Census, 114
Michigan Law Review First Impressions 1 (2015).
Here, author Khaled A. Beydoun cited Professor
Spearlt’s succinct summary of interest convergence
theory. Further, Professor Spearlt’s co-authored arti-
cle, Twenty Years After the Education Apocalypse:
The Ongoing Fall Out from the 1994 Omnibus Crime
Bill (published in the St Louis University Public Law
Review in 2014) was cited in the 2015 report, Who
Pays? The True Cost of Incarceration on Families, in
a discussion on education programs in prison, availa-
ble at http://whopaysreport.org/. Lastly, Professor
Spearlt published the article Ben Carson: Islam-
ophobe Extraordinaire in the Islamic Monthly, avail-
able at http://theislamicmonthly.com/ben-carson-
islamophobe-extraordinaire/.

On Saturday, September 19, 2015, =
Professor Asmara M. Tekle pre-
sented her forthcoming paper, Have a
Scoop of Grandpa: Composting as a
Means of Final Distribution of Hu-
man Remains, as part of the Walking
Dead Symposium at Savannah Law
School in Savannah, Georgia. The
symposium discussed how death and
fear of death affect the law of the living.
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Additionally, Professor Tekle will present her forth-
coming paper, Rectifying These Mean Streets: Per-
cent-for-Art Ordinances, Street Furniture, and the
New Streetscape, at the joint program of the AALS
Sections on Art Law, Property law, and State and
Local Government Law at the 2016 AALS annual
meeting. The AALS program is entitled Infracul-
ture and Public-Private Partnerships: Legal Tools
for Economic Recovery and Community Develop-
ment and will take place on January 7, 2016, 1:30-
3:15 p.m. The panel will “explore creative legal
approaches that have emerged to revitalize metro-
politan areas with cultural assets. Topics to be ad-
dressed by the panelists include percent-for-art ordi-
nances, the concept of the urban commons, the pub-
lic costs of P3, and VARA'’s influence on whether
and how artists collaborate with state and local gov-
ernments.” Other speakers on the program include
Professors Sheila R. Foster at Fordham University
School of Law, Tyler T. Ochoa of Santa Clara Uni-
versity School of Law, and Nadav Shoked of North-
western University School of Law. This is Profes-
sor Tekle’s second time presenting at the AALS an-
nual meeting.

On October 2, 2015 Professor
Lydia Johnson moderated
the Fall 2015 Energy Symposi-
um panel on The Effect of
Commodity Prices on New
Projects

On October 13th, Professor
Johnson moderated the Death
Penalty Practicum: Revisiting
the Death Penalty 40 Years after Jurek panel
on Ineffective Assistance of Counsel.



http://whopaysreport.org/
https://mail.tsu.edu/owa/redir.aspx?C=eh7aSA3gvU6k-vbRKFidRiU5prwt1tIIdYnnuMAYlcR4EU7PBs-Yze1lb2jceBuSinUjGdKYKlU.&URL=http%3a%2f%2ftheislamicmonthly.com%2fben-carson-islamophobe-extraordinaire%2f
https://mail.tsu.edu/owa/redir.aspx?C=eh7aSA3gvU6k-vbRKFidRiU5prwt1tIIdYnnuMAYlcR4EU7PBs-Yze1lb2jceBuSinUjGdKYKlU.&URL=http%3a%2f%2ftheislamicmonthly.com%2fben-carson-islamophobe-extraordinaire%2f

FROM THE OFFICE OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS - (713)313-1197

TSU October 2015

FACULTY HIGHLIGHTS conra.

Professor L. Darnell Weeden’s ar- series where TSU faculty from other colleges or
f ticle entitled Johnnie Cochran Chal- schools who research on topics related to law are
| lenged America's New Age Officially invited to present their scholarship and projects.
Unintentional Black Code; A Consti- This new series will hopefully present interesting
| tutionally Permissible Racial Profil- opportunities for research or grant collaborations
ing Policy, 33 T. Marshall L. Rev. and allow attendees to view and discuss current le-
135, 138-39 (2007), was recently gal issues through the lens of a different discipline.

quoted by John Tehranian, Irwin R.
Buchalter Professor of Law at South-
western Law School, in the University of Colorado
Law Review in Tehranian’s article entitled Playing
Cowboys And Iranians: Selective Colorblindness And
The Legal Construction Of White Geographies, 86 U.
Colo. L. Rev. 1, 310 (2015). While contending the
Supreme Court’s holding in W hren makes it virtually
impossible for a plaintiff to establish a racial profiling
violation under the Equal Protection Clause, Professor
Tehranian quoted Professor Weeden’s article in foot-
note 310 to support his analysis. In particular, Profes-
sor_Tehranian quoted the following from Professor
Weeden’s article: “Showing that you have been a
constitutional victim of racial profiling is virtually a
mission impossible, unless you can demonstrate dis-
criminatory intent. . . . In the real world of contempo-
rary African-American experience, statistics support
the conclusion that a substantial disparity in racially
motivated stops, searches, arrests, as well as the ex-
cessive use of force by law enforcement officers exist.
These statistics, however, fail to establish actual in-
tent to discriminate on the basis of race under relevant

Associate Dean Cassandra Hill, Professor Fer-
nando Colon, Professor Stephanie Ledesma,
Director Docia Rudley, and TMSL alumna Alena
Benford (Class of 2000) attended the 4th Annual
Educating Tomorrow’s Lawyers (ETL) Conference
in Denver, Colorado that focused on the theme:
Building on the Foundations for Practice. ETL is an
initiative of the Institute for the Advancement of the
American Legal System (“[AALS”) dedicated to
aligning legal education with the needs of an evolv-
ing profession. Working with a Consortium of law
schools and a network of leaders from both law
schools and the legal profession, ETL develops so-
9 Professor Jay Aiyer, lutions to support effective models of legal educa-
| Assistant Professor at tion. Given Thurgood Marshall School of Law’s
Ml TSU’s School of Public  innovative work in law student learning outcomes
Affairs, presented his and assessment, ETL invited TMSL to join its Con-
work on undocumented sortium of law schools in 2014. More information
children’s access to pub- about ETL may be found at the following link:
lic education as part of iaals.du.edu/educating-tomorrows-lawyers.
TMSL’s inaugural Inter-

disciplinary Bridges

Faculty Series. This presentation was co-sponsored

by the Institute for International and Immigration Law

and Professor Fernando Colon introduced the guest

speaker. The Interdisciplinary Bridges program is a

new

constitutional analysis.”



https://a.next.westlaw.com/Link/Document/FullText?findType=Y&serNum=0343947700&pubNum=0100416&originatingDoc=Idbc61cda7d1011e498db8b09b4f043e0&refType=LR&fi=co_pp_sp_100416_138&originationContext=document&transitionType=DocumentItem&contextData=%28sc.Search%2
https://a.next.westlaw.com/Link/Document/FullText?findType=Y&serNum=0343947700&pubNum=0100416&originatingDoc=Idbc61cda7d1011e498db8b09b4f043e0&refType=LR&fi=co_pp_sp_100416_138&originationContext=document&transitionType=DocumentItem&contextData=%28sc.Search%2
https://a.next.westlaw.com/Link/Document/FullText?findType=Y&serNum=0343947700&pubNum=0100416&originatingDoc=Idbc61cda7d1011e498db8b09b4f043e0&refType=LR&fi=co_pp_sp_100416_138&originationContext=document&transitionType=DocumentItem&contextData=%28sc.Search%2
https://a.next.westlaw.com/Link/Document/FullText?findType=Y&serNum=0343947700&pubNum=0100416&originatingDoc=Idbc61cda7d1011e498db8b09b4f043e0&refType=LR&fi=co_pp_sp_100416_138&originationContext=document&transitionType=DocumentItem&contextData=%28sc.Search%2
https://a.next.westlaw.com/Link/Document/FullText?findType=Y&serNum=0343947700&pubNum=0100416&originatingDoc=Idbc61cda7d1011e498db8b09b4f043e0&refType=LR&fi=co_pp_sp_100416_138&originationContext=document&transitionType=DocumentItem&contextData=%28sc.Search%2
https://a.next.westlaw.com/Link/Document/FullText?findType=Y&serNum=0343947700&pubNum=0100416&originatingDoc=Idbc61cda7d1011e498db8b09b4f043e0&refType=LR&fi=co_pp_sp_100416_138&originationContext=document&transitionType=DocumentItem&contextData=%28sc.Search%2
https://a.next.westlaw.com/Link/Document/FullText?findType=h&pubNum=176284&cite=0322139701&originatingDoc=Idbc61cda7d1011e498db8b09b4f043e0&refType=RQ&originationContext=document&transitionType=DocumentItem&contextData=%28sc.Search%29
https://a.next.westlaw.com/Link/Document/FullText?findType=h&pubNum=176284&cite=0322139701&originatingDoc=Idbc61cda7d1011e498db8b09b4f043e0&refType=RQ&originationContext=document&transitionType=DocumentItem&contextData=%28sc.Search%29
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Honorable Lupe S. Salinas
intrigued guests with an
exploratory  discussion  on
criminal injustice experienced
“( by the Latino community at
book discussion/signing event
for his newly released book,
U.S. Latinos and Criminal
Injustice, hosted by Barnes &
Nobles Book Sellers at Wes-
theimer Crossing.
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On Wednesday, October 14, 2015 at 7:00 p.m.,
approximately 25 supporters, inclusive of Thurgood
Marshall School of Law faculty & staff, colleagues,
family members and friends gathered at Barnes &
Nobles Book Sellers at Westheimer Crossing for the
much-anticipated book discussion/book signing by
one of our own TMSL professors—Honorable Lupe
S. Salinas, for his debut book, U.S. Latinos and
Criminal Injustice, a book that addresses the rapid
growth of the Latino population in the United States
and how race-based discrimi-
nation, hate crimes and other
prejudicial attitudes, some of
which have been codified via
public policy, have grown in
response.

The retired criminal district
court judge opened the event
with a warm acknowledge-
ment of all supporters who
rendered assistance during his book’s development,
followed by a streamlined overview of each chapter
within the book. Judge Salinas reminded the group of
eager listeners that all Latinos, inclusive of U.S. citi-
zens, authorized resident aliens and undocumented
aliens all have unique justice concerns and further,
how his book explores the degrading practice of ra-
cial profiling, the abuse in immigration enforcement,
the use of deadly force against immigrants and the
barriers Latinos face as they meander through the
court system. The evening culminated with a Q&A

U.S. Latinos ana
Criminal Injustice

session and book signing of books purchased by
guests.

Per Judge Salinas, “I was motivated to write the
book, U.S. Latinos and Criminal Injustice primarily
by the experiences I’ve seen during my 43 years of
being a lawyer and from seeing the injustices that
have happened over the years to Latinos. Through
this book, I hope to persuade people to understand
that U.S. Latinos are not only a part of our system,
but part of our population—and, that Latinos are
deserving of fair representation. Latino defendants
are more often than not at a disadvantage due to not
understanding the legal process as a result of lan-
guage barriers. Our system requires that we are
able to confront those witnesses who will claim that
we did something wrong.”

Legal Writing Director and
Professor Ericka Kelsaw’s
article, Help Wanted: 23.5
Million Unemployed Ameri-
cans Need Not Apply, 34
Berkeley J. Emp. & Lab. L. 1
(2013) was recently cited in
Professor Robert Sprague’s
article Welcome to the Ma-
chine: Privacy and Workplace
Implications of Predictive An-
alytics, 21 Rich. J.L. & Tech. 13 (2015). This same
article was also cited in a student comment by Han-
nah L. Hembree, An Employer’s Relationship With
Its Recruiting Firm—Something More Than an
Arm’s Length Transaction, 46 St. Mary’s L.J. 245
(2015). Finally, this same article was also cited by
Professor Willy E. Rice in his article, Courts Gone
“Irrationally Biased” in Favor of the Federal Arbi-
tration Act?’—Enforcing Arbitration Provisions in
Standardized Applications and Marginalizing Con-
sumer-Protection, Antidiscrimination, and States’
Contract Laws: a 1925-2014 Legal and Empirical
Analysis, 6 Wm. & Mary Bus. L. Rev. 405 (2015).






